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1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR I.J63). 

Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
' Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 

Q "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
, PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
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2. For printing on the patent front page, list 

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 



i F.i.tzpatr.ick. Cella, 
Harper & Scinto 



3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3. 1 1 . Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 



(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE 

Canon Kabushiki Kaisha 



(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and 
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□ Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

13 The Director is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account Number Q6~1203 (enclose an extra copy of this form). 



5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

□ a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 



□ b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1 .27(g)(2). 
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PATENT APPLICATION 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 
Hitoshi ONODA, et al. 
Appln.No.: 09/217,937 
Filed: December 22, 1998 



For: OPTICAL DEVICE AND METHOD FOR ) 
SELECTING OBJECT OF FOCUS : 



Examiner: Timothy J. Henn 
Group Art Unit: 2622 
Confirmation No.: 3759 

May 2, 2006 



Mail Stop Issue Fee 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Sir: 

Applicants are in receipt of a Notice of Allowance dated April 20, 2006, in the 
above-referenced application. The Issue Fee is due on or before July 20, 2006, and is being paid 
concurrently herewith. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the Reasons for Allowance set forth in the April 20, 
2006 Notice of Allowability on the grounds that: (a) whereas the Reasons refer to a "focusing 
device" and "focusing method", the claim preambles instead recite -an optical device- and -a 
distance measuring point selection method-; (b) whereas the Reasons refer to a "grouping unit". 
Claims 16 and 28 instead recite a -grouping step-; and (c) whereas the Reasons refer to "divides 



an image into a plurality of areas, groups the divided areas into object areas", Claims 27 and 28 
do not recite dividing and, instead of grouping the divided areas, recite -grouping the 
predetermined unit areas of the scene into object areas-. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. office by 
telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our address 
listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Attomey for Applicants 
Daniel S. Glueck 
Registration No. 37,838 

FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3800 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 

DSGVmg 
DC_MAIN 239331v1 
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